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Lead Screening Tests

In an effort to increase the identification of potential health risks in our member population, BlueShield 
of Northeastern New York will provide reimbursement for "point-of-care" blood testing for lead in 
children less than six years of age and pregnant women when performed by participating providers with 
the appropriate certification.

According to the NYS Department of Health:
"Lead can harm a young child’s growth, behavior, and ability to learn. Children under six years old 
are more likely to get lead poisoning than any other age group. Most often, children get lead 
poisoning from breathing in or swallowing dust from old lead paint that gets on floors and 
windowsills, hands and toys. Lead can also be passed from mother to baby during pregnancy." 
http://www.health.state.ny.us/environmental/lead/

Effective May 1, 2010, BlueShield of Northeastern New York will allow reimbursement for lead 
screening when billed with an appropriate diagnosis code. The lead screening test (CPT 83655) will be 
reimbursed under the following circumstances:

• The test is performed by a licensed and qualified medical professional (CLIA Certified)
• The capillary draw and test are both done in the physician’s office
• The test is administered to children less than six years of age or a pregnant woman

Please note: If you are performing and billing for the lead screening test, you will not be eligible for 
reimbursement for the capillary draw.

As an additional resource for providers, a Lead Risk Assessment questionnaire is available on our 
provider web site. Go to Provider Home>Forms>Patient Care Forms>Lead Risk Assessment.
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